REMARKS 

Prior to this amendment, Claims 1-22 were pending in the application, and these 
claims are allowed. New Claims 23-36 are added by way of this amendment. Therefore, 
Claims 1-36 are presently pending in the application. 

NEW CLAIMS 

Claims 23-36 are added to claim additional embodiments of the invention that are 
described in the specification as originally filed. Hence, no new matter is introduced in 
the application by way of this amendment. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants submit that all of the pending claims (1-36) present patentable subject 
matter over the references of record, and are in condition for allowance. Therefore, 
Applicants respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
If the Examiner has questions regarding this case, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicant's undersigned representative. 
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To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 
is hereby made. Please charge any shortages in fees due in connection with the filing of 
this paper, including extension of time fees, or credit any overages to Deposit Account No. 
50-1302. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HICKMAN PALERMO TRUONG & BECKER LLP 



Dated: tZ>ftO 2003 ^^rL^^^J^6£^ 

J<$n D. Henkhaus 
Reg. No. 42,656 

1600 Willow Street 
San Jose, California 95125-5106 
Telephone No.: (408) 414-1080 
Facsimile No.: (408)414-1076 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

"Express Mail" mailing label number: EV32335 1 048US Date of Deposit: December 2003 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1 . 10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Teresa Austin ^^/£/£ g ?jiL^ 



(Typed or printed name of person mailing paper or fee) (Signature of person mailing paper or fee) 
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